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On Feb. 11, daily newspaper La Jornada reported that the number of companies administered
by the State-run Industry, Mining and Energy Ministry (SEMIP) was reduced from 400 in 1987 to
18 as of year-end 1991. Feasibility studies for privatization of Azufrera Panamericana, Compania
Exploradora del Istmo and Roca Fosforica Mexicana are underway, while the Consorcio Minero
Benito Juarez-Pena Colorada and Minera Carbonifera Rio Escondido are currently on the auction
block. At the conclusion of the privatization process, SEMIP is to administer Petroleos Mexicanos
(PEMEX), the Federal Electricity Commission (CFE), research and development divisions linked to
PEMEX and CFE, and the National Nuclear Research Institute (Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones
Nucleares).
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